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The CDD Board on May 26 adopted a preliminary budget with assessments of $1,682,878 for the 2021-22 fiscal year that begins Oct.1. The budget 

maintains tax rates first set in 2008. That means the Board has not raised assessments in 14 consecutive, annual budgets. Stories begin on page 3. 
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CDD returns amenity use to normal as vaccinations increase 
The CDD Board of Supervisors 

voted at its May 26 monthly public 
meeting to immediately roll back the 
precautions it implemented to fight the 
Covid-19 pandemic, as the vaccination 
rate in Pasco surpasses 40 percent. 

Both pools will be back to normal 
operations -- with chairs, if you choose --
in time for the Memorial Day weekend. 

Amenities were closed by 
government order on March 16 last 
year when the pandemic began. They 
were reopened on June 3 last year 
under guidelines and restrictions 
issued by the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), the state 
and county. An easing of their 
restrictions in November led to a 
similar lessening of CDD restrictions. 

All  of  the  remaining  CDD  
restrictions are now being eliminated 
as the impact of the Covid-19 virus is 
lessened as more people are 
vaccinated. That is consistent with 
state and county executive orders 
eliminating restrictions and forbidding 
localities from reimposing them. 

Government and health officials are 
issuing new -- and sometimes 
contradictory -- rules and guidelines. 

One consistent guideline from the 
CDC is that governments not ease 
restrictions until they see local virus 
positivity rates of 5 percent or less for 
two weeks. Pasco County met that 
standard for the past two weeks, its 
lowest rates since November. 

The CDD Board voted, due to that masks while on CDD property. however, continue to wipe down pool 
assortment of new rules, regulations and Pasco County has not had a mask ladders and posts, as well as 
guidelines, that effective May 27: mandate in place since April 5. Gov. bathrooms, on a regular basis. 
• Capacity restrictions and distancy DeSantis issued executive orders � Residents using the pools no longer 
rules are eliminated on CDD property. 21-101 and 21-102 preempting cities have to sign-in along with providing 

The CDC says fully vaccinated and counties from enacting mask the names of all guests. 
persons can resume normal practices 

mandates and other Covid policy They had been required to do so 
without a mask or social distancy 

restrictions. The Board saw no reason over the past year. That was in case 
(except as required by local officials). 

that those rulings should not apply health officials tracked an active virus 
The fact that more than half of  

equally to CDDs as well. case to the pool and wanted to know 
Americans have been vaccinated is 

� It is up to residents to decide if they who else was  at  the pool  at  the same  
controlling the spread of the virus. 

wish to bring their own seating to the time as the infected person. 
By law, no government agency can 

pools or if they wish to use CDD seating The county has never sought such 
ask people to prove they have been 

that is being cleaned and restored in data from Ballantrae. vaccinated. Citizens cannot be required 
time for use by Memorial Day weekend. If such a case comes up in theto offer that proof on their own. 
The Board will provide swipes that future, the CDD will give the health Since the CDD cannot demand proof 
residents can use to clean public department the names and addresses of vaccination, it could not enforce 
seating before using it. of photo ID swipe card holders who different rules for the two groups. 
� Maintenance staff will no longer

Therefore it is up to individuals -- who were at the pool. 
clean seating or tables since residents

know whether or not they are vaccinated The county can ask cardholders who 
will be expected to do that themselves if 

-- to decide for themselves whether or accompanied them, if anyone, on their 
they think it is warranted. Staff will,

not to observe social distance or wear visit to the pool. 

Even Ballantrae’s sandhill cranes practiced social distancy when it was the rule. 

Email ballantrae@newsletteronline.info to subscribe to – or be removed from – receiving this posting. 
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Preliminary 2021-22 CDD budget avoids any tax increase 
The CDD Board of Supervisors voted at its May 26 

monthly public meeting to adopt a 2021-22 budget with 

$1,682,878 in assessments that maintains tax rates set in 

2008. 

The Board scheduled a public hearing on the spending 

plan for its July 28 meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the clubhouse. 

Under state law, the final budget tax rates set after the 

public hearing cannot be higher than those approved in the 

preliminary budget for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. The 

May 26 vote guarantees there can be no increase in rates for 

the coming fiscal year. 

Here is a recap of the three areas of the CDD budget and 

the assessments to be collected for them: 

� A line-by-line recap of Operations and Maintenance (O&M) , 

the lion’s share of the budget, appears here on pages 4-5. 

To read brief descriptions of each budget line, go to the CDD 

website at ballantraecdd.org. Click the Important Documents 

link, then click on the Budget page, and select the Proposed 

Budget for FY 2022. Scroll down to the “blue pages” 6-9. 

O&M is the only one of the three parts of the budget that 

the Board controls. It determines how much is spent, and 

how, to operate and maintain district property. 

At $1,024,660, O&M represents nearly two-thirds of 

district spending to, among other things, turn on the street 

lighting, mow and maintain 80-100 acres of community lawns 

and landscaping, sustain the state-mandated quality of water 

in 37 ponds, operate and staff the clubhouse and pools, plus 

provide for part-time law enforcement by off-duty state 

troopers. 

� Debt Service bonds in Ballantrae financed the nearly $10 

million cost to construct streets and sidewalks, underground 

utilities, the clubhouse and pools, entrance monuments and 

other amenities, etc. 

That debt is being repaid at the rate of $557,245 each 

year. The 30-year bonds will be paid off in 2035. After that, 

landowners will still have to pay O&M and Fees & Discounts 

portions of the CDD budget. 

� Fees & Discounts total 6 percent of the budget. Two 

percent – one-third of that total amount of $100,973 – goes to 

the county for maintaining tax rolls, collecting taxes and 

distributing revenue. 

� Landowners who pay their tax bills in November get a 4 

percent discount, those paying in December get discounts of 3 

percent, its 2 percent when paying in January and one 

percent paying in February. 

Taxes are delinquent if unpaid on April 1. 

Here’s the CDD Board’s tracking of spending from March 2020-21. It shows spending (red line) stays below budget YTD 

spending (blue line) most months. The Sep-Oct spike in Budget YTD represents the movement of funds, not spending. 

Email ballantrae@newsletteronline.info to subscribe to – or be removed from – receiving this posting. 
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